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The Douglas College stage band, led by Roy Bull, presented a spirited rendition of Santa 
Anna at their annual fall concert last Tuesday at the Surrey Arts Centre. Photo by joy jones 
S~age and concert bands 
• prove a rous1ng success 
BY JOY JONES 
Pinion Staff Writer 
The Douglas College con-
cert and stage bands were a 
rousing success at their 
annual fall concert held at 
the Surrey Arts Centre _last 
Tuesday. 
Playing to a capacity 
crowd, the evening t>egan 
with the concert band, led 
by Len Whiteley, setting 
the pace with March and 
Procession of Bacchus by 
Leo Delibes . 
From there, we were en-
tertained by the Themes 
from Zorba the Creek and, 
to keep our spirits soaring, 
Christn~as parf.Y 
set for Dec. J 5 
At the Campus Principal's 
Advisory Council meeting held 
recently at the Richmond cam-
pus a number of topics were 
discussed. 
A Christmas party will be 
held at the Richmond campus 
Dec. 15 from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
The party will be open to all 
Express 
your opinion 
The Doaglu PIDion Ia pleued 
to accept letters to the editor, bat 
reserves the right to edit all 
letters for Ubel, clarity, tute ud 
brevity. A pseudonym, or pen 
name, may be ued for pubUca-
tlon, but the original letter must 
be -signed by the writer ud bear 
hls or her address. 
staff, faculty and students at 
Richmond. 
Free food will be served and 
beverages will be sold. The 
party will be held in the main 
lobby and live music will be pro-
vided. 
The party will also give stu-
dents the opportunity to meet 
their new student council, since 
the election will close Dec. 15. 
A Richmond Information Day 
will be held next year on Jan. 24 
and 25. The hours have been 
tentatively slated for 12 noon to 
1 p.m. on the 24 and 6:30 p.m. 
to 7:15p.m. on the 25. 
There is a possibility that 
gym space at the Worker's 
Compensation Board will be 
made available to Douglas Col-
lege students. 
Currently, no· definite plans 
have been made but more news 
is forthcoming. 
Trumpet Ole by Frank Co-
field . 
The stage band then took 
over with their upbeat ver-
sion of Who's Sorry Now 
and Fuga Jazza, followed 
by a beautiful ballad, Inter-
lude . 
. Their lively pace returned 
as they finished the set with 
A Switch in Time and 
Thank-you Band. 
With the return of the 
concert ban~, we were pre-
sented Hopak from the Fair 
at Sorochinski by Modest 
Moussorgsky and The Flea 
by Joe Rizzo . 
In their third piece, Train 
Ride by Sergei Prokofieff, 
all the feelings of climbing 
over mountains, rumbling 
through tunnels, and ga-
thering speed, were con:. 
veyed. 
Director Roy Bull led the 
stage band through a lively 
set with Spe~d Ball, Where 
Has It Cone, Tall Cotton, 
and finished with a rock 
number, Santa Anna. 
The enthusiasm of the 
director was felt, not only 
by the band, but by the 
audience . 
Wrapping Lip a thorough-
ly enjoyable evening was 
the concert band, presen-
ting a Mancini Medley by 
Alfred Reed and Felix Men-
delssohn's Fingal's Cave. 
100 MORE SPACES 
Parking for 
Richmond 
students 
The Richmond campus is to get a new parking lot. 
Douglas College Council has approved an offer to 
lease land at Elm bridge Way and Minoru Boulevard for 
additional parking . 
Principal Don Porter said this week that the college 
will lease from Firestone Canada Limited a parcel of 
land 82 feet by 431 feet, north of Firestone's retread 
plant and immediately south of the Volvo dealership. 
He said that preparation should be underway shortly 
to have the area drained and surfaced and ready for 
parking of up to 100 cars . 
In addition, the college has authorized the IE:asing of 
another parcel of land behind the retread plant, 
approximately one-half acre in size, for future develop-
ment as a parking lot when the need arrives . 
Douglas College will be inviting the Ministry of 
Education to participate in the provision of additional 
parking as a joint venture in order to serve both the 
college and the regional offices of the Ministry of Edu-
cation, located across Cedarbridge Way from the 
Richmond campus, Porter said . 
Douglas hoopsters 
will have to fight 
BY TERRY MaciSAAC 
Pinion Staff Writer 
This year's Douglas Col-
lege boy's basketball team 
is hoping to improve on 
last year's third place fin-
ish in the Totem Confer-
ence, with the ''dangling 
carrot" being a trip to the 
small college final in Mont-
real. 
Although the team will 
have three returning start-
ers, · coach Doug Wood-
ward says: ''We are under-
dogs and will have to fight 
like hell every game." 
The team's main weak-
ness will be its lack of 
height (5'11" average), 
but should. make up for 
this with its speed and 
aggressiveness. 
Douglas dropped its two 
season openers recently to 
Okanagan College despite 
jerry Bonshor's 34-point 
performance. 
The loss could be attrib-
uted to the absence of 
several key players who 
are not eligible to play 
until january. 
Returning guard Don 
Robertson had taken the 
role as temporary coach 
while coach Woodward 
was coaching the highly-
successful UBC Thunder-
birds football team. But as 
of last weekend, coach 
Woodward will be head 
"whip snapper''. 
Children 
unite . 
"Mommy, how come there's no Children's Day?" 
The familiar answer to this child's question (as we all 
remember) has been that 'every day is children's day'. 
Well, times are changing-the kids may never have 
had a day they could call their own but now they're 
going to have a whole year. 
The United Nations has recently declared 1979 the 
International Year of the Child. 
This action by the UN is in response "to. the findings of 
various studies of children around the world. It seems 
that (particularly in North America) everyone else has 
rights, from the Prime Minister to a mass murderer, 
but we have tended to neglect our future by dismissing 
children as irrelevant. 
Since this new year coming up has been designated 
as the Year of the Child, adults should really start 
thinking about the status of their children in our society 
and under our laws. 
Children in Canada do not have any legal status at 
all. They are merely the property of their parents, who 
may do almost anything they want to them, short of 
physical abuse. 
Legally, a child's name may be changed by his 
parents whether he wants to change it or not. He is not 
allo~ .... ,·to choose his own religion but must follow that 
of his .arents, and if he is under the age of majority he 
must stay in his parents' home- no matter how 
unpleasant that home may be, unless his parents are 
starving or beating him. 
Discrimination meets the Canadian child at every 
turn. Imagine the public outcry if an apartment 
building advertised that it rented only to whites or only 
to couples. Yet, we see advertisements every day for 
apartment or townhouse complexes that are 'adult-
oriented'. 
The next time you're _in a store and there are children 
waiting to be served-watch what happens. Nine times 
out of ten children are forced to wait for the adults to be 
served first-no matter who was first in line-and they 
are expected not only to accept this treatment but to 
accept it willingly and quietly . 
Canadian society is not geared to children. Go to our 
restaurants, theatres and stores and try to find 
anything in them specifically made for the comfort of 
children. There are very few of these establishments 
that make any concessions at all to the fact that children 
do indeed exist. 
If reading this makes you have visions of three year 
olds sitting in Parliament, that's not what we had ·in 
mind . The Year of the Child simply means that children 
should be accepted by adults and their societies as 
human beings in their own right and should be 
accorded the liberties granted to all human beings. 
Towards this end the United Nations has drafted a 
Bill of Rights for Children, which hopefully will be 
adopted by all countries. We are reprinting it as 
follows : 
1. The right to affection, love and understanding . 
2. The right to adequate nutrition and medical care . 
3. The right to free education. 
4. The right to full opportunity for play and recreation. 
5. The right to name and nationality. 
6. The right to special care if handicapped. 
7. The right to be among the first to receive relief in 
times of disaster. 
8 . The right to learn to be useful members of society 
and to develop individual abilities . 
9 . The right to be brought up in the spirit of peace and 
universal brotherhood . 
10. The right to enjoy these rights regardless of race, 
color, sex, religion, national or social origin . 
Let's not have another fiasco like the International 
Women's Year. The futures of our country and our 
world are in the hands of our children. Let's give them 
the tools to make the future a better place than the 
present. 
Children of the world, UNITE! 
Richmond Student 
Council Elections 
December 13,/4,/5 
Be sure to vote 
' 
• 
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Porter: I'm getting tired. It feels like we've been 
working for weeks. What time is it? 
Wootton:Er ... um . . . 19:79. 
Porter: Good heavens! I've missed the Christmas 
holidays! 
Yi.~"~?~;,~1J!ir. 
Richmond 
Day care 
Society 
BY COLLEEN GLYNN 
Pinion Staff Writer 
The Richmond Family Day-
care Society was formed this 
past year in response to a 
general lack of communication 
between parents needing day· 
care and reliable, competent 
people who provide this service. 
Since most daycare centres 
will not accept children under 
two or three years of age, and 
the government continues to cut 
back funding for these centres, 
family daycare is becoming a 
viable and necessary alternative 
. for many working parents. 
Operating undt:rr the premise 
that family daycare should offer 
quality care for children rather 
than just a babysitting service .• 
the society has drawn up a 
statement of their aims: 
-to develop a placement ser-
vice for chlldren needing care 
-to provide a toy/book/game/ 
nursery needs library or ex-
change so that the needs of the 
children are fully met 
-to enable family daycare 
mothers to provide field trips 
and other extra services not 
usually available 
-to provide access to profes-
sional help for the children to 
the parents and family daycare 
workers, i.e. psychologists, phy-
sical therapists, etc. 
-to eliminate feelings of iso-
lation often suffered by day care . 
mothers through neighborhood 
gro1,1ps formed within the um-
breUa organization. 
As members of the Society, 
daycare homes must maintain a 
standard of physical care which 
meets community standards , or 
the requirements of licensing 
(Community Care Licensing Act, 
administered by the Health De-
partment) if applicable as in the 
case where 'the daycare mother 
is caring for more than two 
children. 
For more information on the 
Richmond Family Daycare Soci-
ety , phone Eileen Usher, co-
ordinator, at 277-4089. 
.$5. 7 million 
lost weekly 
Every week 13 people die and 611 are injured on B.C. 
roads . . 
Every week the Insurance Corporation of B.C. pays 
$5.7 million dollars in accident claims. During Safe 
Driving Week, December 1 - 7, ICBC is bringing the 
· high cost of accidents to public attention and urging 
people to be more aware·w.hile driving. 
"We are hoping a reminder of these grim statistics · 
will motivate people to drive more carefully, esp~cially 
during Safe Driving Week," said ICBC President, 
Robbie Sherrell. 
"This is a time to be especially conscious of the 
devastating waste of human life on our highways, and 
of the high dollar cost of automobile accidents. 
" In December of last year the number of accidents in 
the City of Vancouver alone, increased to 2,248 from 
1,310 in December 1976. We're hoping there will be a 
significant drop this year, " Sherrell said . "With the 
approach of winter weather and the holiday season , 
we're reminding drivers of the need to be more alert to 
potential road hazards and also to the terrible risks of 
drinking and driving. . 
" Remember those statistics : 13 dead, 611 injured 
and $5 .7 million paid out in claims every week in this 
province alone . Safe Driving Week can be an exception 
if we all use special ·care . 
" Please drive more carefully, not just this week, but 
every week ." 
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Student lost in shuffle Costello show 
a near sell-out BY DIANE SCOTI Pinion Staff Writer Because the many campuses 
of Douglas College are so 
spread out, trying to get from 
one campus to another can be a 
hassle, even with a car. 
It is many miles and minutes 
from one campus to another. 
For example, to get from 
Richmond to New Westminster 
a person could get lost. First, 
one has to go along Westmin-
ster Highway, across the 
Queensborough Bridge to 6th 
Ave., east on 6th to 6th Street, 
north on 6th Street to 8th Ave., 
east on 8th Ave. to McBride and 
hopefully the person has made 
it. 
This should take you about 
20 to 30 minutes, providing it 
is not rush-hour and one has a 
car. 
If a person has one class 
after another at different cam-
puses, either the first class 
instructor has to let students out 
early or the second class instruc-
tor will have to get used to them 
coming in late. 
The students may also have 
to expect this from an instruc-
tor. 
If the classes are double-
booked around rush-hour, for-
get it. You will never make it. 
Then there are the problems 
for students who take the bus, 
and there are many of these. 
It is not bad if a person can 
catch a bus that stops not far 
from home or the campus, or if 
it goes almost right past the two 
campuses. But what if the bus is 
late or there isn 't a single bus 
that goes past the campus? 
There is supposedly a bus 
that stops near the New West 
campus and goes somewhere in 
Richmond. 
But where do you catch it in 
New Westminster and where in 
Richmond does it go? If you 
haven 't heard , as some people 
haven ' t , you are in for an 
extremely long, exhausting 
ride , and as long as you don't 
miss one of the buses you trans-
fer to it won't get any longer. 
Christmas 
magic 
All the magic of Christmas is 
on display at Century Park in 
Burnaby. 
An exhibition of children ' s 
books by B.C. artists, readings 
from these works, and other 
related activities can be enjoyed 
at the Burnaby Art Gallery from 
Nov. 26 through Jan. 9. Call 
291-9441 for hours. ' 
For handcrafted gifts, visit 
the Christmas Craft Market Dec. 
3, 10-17 (298-7322) or register 
for Fine Arts classes to begin 
Jan. 15 at the Burnaby Arts 
Centre . Call 291-6864 for a 
brochure. 
Relax and enjoy the Sound of 
Music, Winnie the Pooh, Hansel 
and Gretel , and stars from the 
Moscow Circus . For dates and 
ticket information call .291-6864. 
Wind up your ~estivities with 
a visit to " Christmas Around 
the World" at the Fantasy Castle 
and then celebrate the old fash-
ioned way in Heritage Village. 
To get from New West to 
Richmond, one has to first walk 
six blocks to catch a bus on 6th 
Street . .Then you transfer to a 
Second Ave. bus which takes 
you to Lougheed Mall, where 
you get on the Laurentian bus. 
This takes you downtown where 
you catch a Richmond Express 
or whatever. This all takes about 
three hours if you don't miss a 
bus, have too many books to 
carry or have to wait for a late 
bus. 
Attending classes at night 
breaks the routine of the week 
nights and allows some students 
to work during the day. But if a 
class gets out late, and a person 
has to bus, he or she will be 
extra tired by a long ride home 
in the dark or rain. 
Having campuses spread out 
across the city serves more 
people, but causes problems for 
those who have classes at dif-
ferent campuses. 
THE EARTH NEEDS TREES 
A 
BY RUSSELL AKINS 
Pinion Staff Writer 
Elvis Costello's appearance at the Coliseum recently 
could be considered the grand finale of his "Wake Up-
Canada" cross-country concert tour . 
Originally slated to be held at the Gardens, reaction 
to Costello was so overwhelming that the larger 
auditorium was needed to accommodate the nearly 
sell-out crowd . 
A token demonstration was staged outside the 
Coliseum by lower mainland women's groups to protest 
the naming of the Battered Wives, Costello's back-up 
band . The group, which bore such placards as 
"Battered Wives Are Nothing To Sing About", proved 
to be but a feeble imitation of their Toronto counter-
parts . 
The entertainment began at 8 o'clock sharp, with the 
controversial "Wives" leading the show. According to 
most concertgoers I talked to, this band was as big a 
non-event as the tiresome protest they had instigated. 
The one highlight of their opening hour .of music was 
titled Disco's Dead, a sentiment to which the crowd, 
e:omposed mainly of over 25s garbed in punk rock 
regalia, readily agreed with . 
However, the performance of Costello himself left 
nothing to be desired: 
He gave the crowd all he had in a series of songs from 
both his albums that lasted for about an hour and a half . 
He took virtually no breaks in between such dynamic 
compositions as Pump It Up, You Belong To Me, and 
Lipstick Vogue. He drew heavily on bis second alpum, 
This Year's Model, for most of the evening's show. 
Not a discouraging word was heard as the concert 
came to an all-too-soon close. As the crowd, ·refresh-
ingly free of teenyboppers, filed out of the Coliseum 
everyone agreed their admission had been well spent. 
The fans expressed a keen desire for both a repeat 
performance, and the future release of a third album 
from that most talented of the New Waves musicians, 
Elvis Costello . 
THE WOMEN'S ROOM 
A truly stunning -book 
IBY PENNY NIELSEN Pinion Staff Writer 
"Mira was hiding in the ladies' room ." The events 
which drive Mira to hide in the ladies ' room of Sever 
Hall at Harvard University at 38 years old are the 
fundamental reasons for Marilyn French's astonishing 
horror story . 
Many books have been touted as the "honest" 
women's book, the book that "tells it like it is" : 
Where directness and undiluted veracity are con-
cerned, the name of the book is The Women's Room, 
and The Female Eunuch and others of it' s ilk can go 
stand in a corner of the kitchen where they belong . 
The book is more or less divided into two sections, 
the first being Mira's childhood realizations and her 
young marriage and motherhood. 
She learns very young that girls are not treated the 
same way boys are--- tht women cannot do what they 
want and are not expected to do as they wish. 
So she b!Jries her knowledge and, lying to herself, 
marries, has babies and settles down in suburbia with 
husband Norm and dozens of people just like them . She 
lives here for: 15 years, watching the lives around her 
disintegrate; Lily is taken to an institute where all the 
ladies wear layers of makeup and fancy dresses to learn 
how to be women, Martha leaves her husband to be 
with a younger married man who eventually destroys 
her, and Mira watches and keeps a fanatically clean 
house, until her husband asks her for a divorce. 
This may sound like something you ' ve heard a 
million times before . It is not . There is no simpering 
sentimentality, no plea for a pat on the head for these 
poor~ badly done by housewives. 
It' s horrifying, sad, and very personal. There is a 
coldness , a mere rendering in ink of the facts which 
surro.und her . 
The second half of the book deals with Mira's flight 
· to Harvard University to do what she always wanted--
to get a degree and teach . 
The terror and loneliness of her totally new way of 
life overhwelm her on many occasions . . 
She meets a new group of friends with whom she has 
experiences she never thought possible, sometimes 
·wonderful , often shattering . 
Her new friends appear different; radicals, lesbians, 
devoted students . Yet, fundamentally , they are the 
same as Mira' s housewife friends were, and Mira sees 
the fear and surrender all around her . 
Ms . French's characters ar~ very real and individual , 
her style of writing brutal and candid . 
She speaks of things with pointed candor,· things 
which women know but do not articulate, often not even 
to themselves . 
Every man and woman should read th is book: But, if 
the book is true to form, only women will finish it. 
A word of caution . Tread carefully . If you expect 
some grand resolution, forget it. Ms . French leaves us 
with not so much as a glimmer . As Mira reads on the 
ladies ' room wall , " Some deaths take forever ." 
In spite of this , or perhaps because of it , The 
Women' s Room is a truly stunning book. 
-
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Under construction now at 13479 - 77th Avenue in Surrey is the new $1.6 million Newton 
Centre for Douglas College. The tentative opening date is Feb. 26, 1979 for the occupational 
centre which will emphasize individual training. 
STUDENT TEI.I.S OF. • • 
Unforgettable trip 
Riding a bike 
through Holland 
BY DOUG WOODROFF 
Pinion Staff Writer 
With "Europe on $10 a 
Day" a fleeting memory, 
and our dollar value shrink-
ing, one might opt for an 
enjoyable yet affordable al-
ternative: a bicycle vacation 
to a land where pedal-
pushers remain very much 
in style. 
A remarkably flat yet 
beautiful country, Holland 
blends its old world charm 
with modern conveniences, 
creating a haven for vaca-
tioning bicycle enthusiasts. 
It's a network of excellent 
bicycle routes, usually in-
accessible to the automo-
bile, traverses the land and 
spans the canals, joining 
the hundreds of quaint vil-
lages and historical cities of 
this tiny country. 
The ease of bicycling and 
proximity of services allows 
the young traveller, fami-
lies, and the retired set to 
experience this mode of 
transportation and discover 
places where the tourist is a 
rarity rather than a nui-
sance. 
One need not be an 
Olympic athlete to pursue 
the pleasures of a cycling 
vacation; however, some 
pre-conditioning is recom-
mended so as to minimize 
aches and pains which may 
develop along the route. 
The saddle of a two-wheel 
mount commands a view of 
. the actual country, versus a 
superficial tourist's con-
ception, while stimulating a 
sense of adventure and feel-
ing of accomplishment. 
Maximizing enjoyment 
from a cycling holiday re-
I ies essentially on prepared-
ness, ensuring equipment 
and necessary supplies will 
perform the task you have 
intended. 
Likewise, normal travel 
arrangements and those 
specific to your holiday are 
best concluded far enough 
in advance to remove that 
"last minute" feeling. 
Some research into ac-
commodation ptior to de-
parture would reveal that 
Holland has everything in-
cluding hotels, bed and 
breakfast establishments, 
youth hostels, and private 
home accommodation, in 
such numbers to afford a 
comfortable choice. 
Whichever preferred, a 
hot shower, a warm Dutch 
meal, and comfortable bed, 
should be standard after a 
day of cycling, and there is 
always at least one muscle 
in the body which seems to 
have never been used be-
fore. 
Bicycle treks, of whatever 
duration, offer the traveller 
an unhurried, relaxing ap-
proach to view a country, 
but are not without their 
spec;ific problems. 
Being prepared for the 
unexpected, by toting re-
pair apparatus and first-aid 
kits, is one solution to treat 
less serious occurrences as 
an expected challenge. 
From avid enthusiasts to 
first-timers, Holland sports 
conditions which alleviate 
the need for costly equip-
ment. 
A good quality, mid-
priced three or five speed 
bicycle, with saddle and 
bars adjusted to suit your 
comfort requirements, is 
adequate, not forgetting a 
lighting system and bell, 
both required by law. 
Saddle-bags of a type 
necessary to distribute 
weight in the ratio 1/3:2/3 
over front and rear wheels 
respectively must be water-
proof and easily detached 
from their carriers . 
Individual clothing re-
quirements follow a simple 
rule : "each must carry his 
own", and while a large 
wardrobe is impractical one 
must be prepared to ex-
perience the variations of 
the season . 
With a specific home in 
the carriers for each item, 
one should e'xpect a total 
bicycle and pack weight not 
exceeding 55 pounds, with-
in most airline bag·gage 
regulations and allowing for 
the inevitable accumulation 
of souvenirs. 
It is unfortunate that 
many who travel Europe, 
due to their holiday pace, 
spend considerably yet see 
and experience little. 
A cycling holiday guaran-
tees its participants an un-
forgettable experience few 
others will ever enjoy, and 
what better place to begin 
than a country where hos-
pitality and bicycle-paths 
are the standard bill-of-
fare. 
So, start preparing now 
for next summer . 
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DROP OUT RATE HIGH 
Career programs 
hard on students 
BY CATHY WALLACE 
Pinion Staff Writer 
The career programs at Doug-
las College provide students 
with the opportunity to train in a 
profession they have t;:hosen as a 
career. 
However, the drop-out rate is 
very apparent In these two-year 
courses. 
These programs teach the in-
dividual as much as possible in 
the time allowed, preparing 
them for specialized jobs in the 
future. 
But this means deadlines, 
heavy workloads and a personal 
sacrifice to everyone enrolled. 
Major factors such as these 
cause tension and sometimes 
disinterest which could be the 
reason for the noticeable drop· 
out rate. Motivation must be 
high to encourage the student to 
stick with it untO the end. 
Many people tend to get the 
wrong impression of the pro· 
gram, and once involved, they 
do not have any choice but to 
leave and find something else of 
more Interest. 
This cannot happen very often 
though , because ofthe extensive 
measures taken to choose the 
right students before the first 
semester. 
Interviews are compulsory for 
some programs and only those 
who show talent and the ability 
to learn in that field are picked. 
When one student quits after 
a year, that place is vacant until 
the program has finished. It 
cannot be refilled. 
The first semester usually 
includes one, or even two, elec-
tives , plus the required credits 
which demand a great deal of 
time . This can filter out the 
i10n-motivated from the moti-
vated. Those who feel this type 
of career is not for them quit. 
Another common reason for 
withdrawing is a money prob-
lem. 
In many programs time does 
not permit students to evep 
keep a part time job. 
When students are trying to 
live on funds earned only from 
summer jobs it becomes very 
difficult , particularly if they are 
accustomed to having money to 
spend on luxuries. 
This is often the case with 
those who work for a year or two 
after high school. 
Frequently, It Is not the im· 
mense workload that causes the 
dislike of school but the distrac-
tion of never having enough 
money. 
Disagreements with the tea-
chers and personal reasons in a 
student ~ s social life, such as 
family sickness, are other 
grounds for dropping out. 
The withdrawal rate seems to 
be decreasing .as the programs 
get older . 
There appear to be no vital 
statistics on the subject, but a 
career program Is worth all the 
time and effort one puts Into it. 
Students realize this and exert 
themselves full force ;;o that 
they will make it to graduation. 
Fear of 
flying 
BY LARRY LINDNER 
Pinion Staff Writer 
What if the-plane crashes? Suppose some freak picks 
my flight for a political ego-trip? What' II I do with the 
paper bag if I throw up? ' 
I always said I would never go anywhere in an 
airplane, but I just returned from Toronto on an Air 
Canada L 10-11. 
From the time I agreed to go until I finally left the 
ground I imagined the horrors of flight . 
I'd be suspended millions of miles above the earth, 
the plane would drop a thousand feet, twist and turn, 
an engine would fail, a stewardess would faint. • 
I'd finally get to the bathroom, it would be occupied. 
I'd look out a· window and see a tree of lightning flash 
against the clouds, how high is this plane?, the pilot 
climbs out of the bathroom, he's wearing a parachute. 
I step into the bathroom, the door won't close, it 
doesn't matter, I go anyway. 
I can't find my seat, I fall into someone's lap, it's a 
giant and he's angry, I wonder if he paid for all three 
seats? 
1 find my seat, I look out the window, it starts to 
crack, I try to scream but my voice is gone, I think I ~ee 
the pilot but his chute doesn't open, what am I domg 
here? I throw my hands up, reach vainly for the big 
·dipper a stewardess offers drinks and cookies, I just 
stare, ~nd the plane does a somersault on the landing 
field I reach for the paper bag, it's got a hole in it ... 
It ~asn't that bad though, and now all I can do is 
·hide my face and say- - - strawberry. 
